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Anahtar kelimeler:  

From traditional Sinology to Contemporary China Studies: The development of 
 

Abstract 

he East and the West, it 

has multiple identities and special meanings in terms of political, religious, historical and economic 

dimensions. In the 1930s, Turkish Sinology was officially established and its initial purpose was to 

study Turkic history through ancient Chinese classics, rather than China itself. This is obviously 

different from European and American Sinology. The development history of the Sinology 

Department of Ankara University is the epitome of Turkish Sinology in the 20th century. The 

previous directors of the department of Sinology have made important contributions to the 

War, but it did not achieve rapid and comprehensive development until the 21st century. In recent 

-

of equal emphasis on development and mutual promotion: traditional Sinology has a lasting 

attraction and has been developed iteratively in many universities, but we still cannot find an 

and achievements, and the research field is expected to expand. However, the comprehensive and 

objective understanding of China needs to be further improved. This paper will firstly investigate the 

development process of Turkish Sinology from its foundation to the present, and at the same time 

well as the characteristics of Turkish Sinology and Chinese studies. 
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Extended summary 

It has been more than 80 years since Sinology in 

sprout during the Cold War, and has developed rapidly since the turn of the century. Through the 
continuous efforts of several generations of scholars and the deepening of academic exchanges between 
Chi

 

he East and the West, it has 
multiple identities and special meanings in terms of political, religious, historical and economic 
dimensions. In the 1930s, Turkish Sinology was officially established and its initial purpose was to study 
Turkic history through ancient Chinese classics, rather than China itself. This is obviously different from 
European and American Sinology. The development history of the Sinology Department of Ankara 
University is the epitome of Turkish Sinology in the 20th century. The previous directors of the 

Contemporary China Studies began to sprout during the Cold War, but it did not achieve rapid and 
comprehensive development until the 21s
more prominent in its own position instead of Western-centrism. At present, traditional Sinology and 

al 
promotion: traditional Sinology has a lasting attraction and has been developed iteratively in many 
universities, but we still cannot find an academic school in this area; Contemporary China Studies in 

ents, and the research field is expected to expand. 
However, the comprehensive and objective understanding of China needs to be further improved.  

First of all, from the perspective of the development of Sinology and China Studies, both of them were 
inevitably limited to a certain extent at the beginning of their development. As far as Turkish Sinology 
is concerned, its main purpose at the beginning of its establishment was to study Turkic history through 
ancient Chinese classics and rebuild the national self-confidence of the Turks, rather than to study China 
itself. Therefore, Sinology has become a tool for constructing the Turkish national historical view, which 
has a far- search 

and Turks in Chinese historical records into Turkish for the benefit of sinologists and historians. 

stereotype of serving Turkic studies after decades of its establishment. Objectively speaking, this frame 
 it started 

during the Cold War period, with a strong ideological color at the beginning, coupled with language and 
geographical barriers, this period failed to produce works of great value. 

Secondly, from the perspective of the research paradigm of Sinology and China Studies, Sinology was 
initially influenced by German scholars, and was once influenced by the education model in Taiwan after 
the Cold War; and China Studies used to look at China mainly through the Western thinking model until 
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2010 gradually emphasize the country's position before and after. Specifically, Gabain and Eberhard 
from Germany made important contributions to the establishment and development of Turkish 
Sinology, enabling Turkish Sinology to reach the international level in a short period of time. Their 
students have inherited German studies to a certain extent Paradigm. 

Finally, from the point of view of the mutual relationship between Sinology and Chinese studies, the two 
are in a state of equal emphasis on development and mutual promotion. Both Turkish scholars and 

compared with European and American sinology and Chinese studies, and there is no influential school 
or genre yet. During the Cold War period, the development of Turkish Sinology was not deep enough, 

and at the same time, the research on contemporary China gradually started. Objectively speaking, 
Sinology at this time has not yet laid a solid foundation for Sinology. In today's Western academic circles, 
especially in the American academic circles, social science research methods such as political science, 
economics, and sociology are widely used in Sinology, and its academic influence has gained a certain 
advantage over traditional Sinology. 


