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The image of peasantry in Turkey: Footprints of the changing but 
untransformed peasantry in novels 

Abstract 

The study aims to explain what the peasantry is, how it has changed with socio-economic and political 

developments, and how these are revealed through the images in novels. In this context, the 

theoretical and historical background of what the peasantry is, the social, economic, and political 
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elements and actors that are active in the process, and the changes that the peasantry undergoes are 

analyzed through novels. The basic claims of the study are that the peasantry changes in the face of 

social and economic changes, and the change of the peasantry is reflected in novels and novels reflect 

these changes. Like many similar concepts in social sciences, the peasantry is a controversial concept 

that cannot fit into a single definition due to its social position or identity. For this reason, theoretical 

discussions that try to explain the peasantry from different perspectives are presented first. In light 

of the theoretical discussions, similar and different aspects of the peasantry in Turkey are mentioned. 

To understand the peasantry and the images that constitute it in Turkey's social history, the novels of 

writers from different periods and ideological tendencies in Turkey were analyzed. To reveal that the 

peasantry and the image of the peasant have changed, novels dealing with the peasantry from 

Tanzimat to the eighties were analyzed. In this way, it was tried to understand how the peasantry has 

changed in the long term. The peasantry was analyzed in terms of economic, political, and social 

relations. These three main categories were subdivided into sub-categories and the analysis was 

elaborated. As a result, it was found that the change in economic relations directly affected the 

peasantry. Another conclusion is that the peasantry is taken into consideration in political actions 

and policy implementations, but they are not given a voice. In social terms, it has been determined 

that although the peasantry has changed with social developments, it has continued its existence in 

social life without undergoing any transformation, especially in terms of mentality. 

Keywords: peasantry, peasantry in novels, peasantry and peasant image in Turkish novels 
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