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Linguistic analysis of figurative means describing image of St. Petersburg in the 
works of contemporary writers 

Abstract 

The purpose of the article is to identify the specificity of figurative means used in the formation of the 

image of modern St. Petersburg of the second half of XX-the first decade of the XXI century in the 

stories of T. Tolstaya, N. Eliseev, A. Astvatsaturov, E. Colina, A. Melikhova, E. Chizhova, N. 

Sokolovskaya. The most important means of embodying an image in a literary text are comparison 

linguistic means are known to native speakers of the language, which are repeated in it by different 

authors over the years. Individual-author comparisons are unique, do not repeat, they cannot be used 

outside the context in which they appeared. In this article, for the most complete study of the images 

used by modern authors when describing St. Petersburg, both types of means are selected. The results 

of the analysis of metaphors and comparisons indicate a general trend towards the intellectualization 

of the structure of figurative means, open motivation. Comparing the results with the "classic " image 

of the city to the existing range of topics (European city, the contrast of capital beauty and poverty, 

psychological instability, climate) adds images related to the village, hospital, sea, fragility and 

temporality of the objective world. On the one hand, the city is presented as an emotional and 

evaluative one, which will mainly be formed as an image of continuing the traditions laid down by N. 

Gogol, F. Dostoevsky and A. Pushkin. Despite what modern writers have described about his new 

personality in the present and in Soviet times, his intellectual foundation remains unchanged, which 

is confirmed by the linguistic analysis carried out. 
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