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Turkish as a foreign language 

Abstract 

One of the current problems in teaching Turkish as a foreign language is the insufficient number and 

quality of specially prepared or adapted reading materials for Turkish language learners. For the 

reading skill, specially prepared texts for language teaching or original texts taken without any 

adaptation are used. However, it is essential that these texts are evaluated according to the needs of 

the target group and then included in the teaching process. Stylistic analysis deals with both 

grammatical and semantic dimensions of texts. For this reason, it is among the methods that can be 

used in the evaluation to be made before the texts are included in the teaching process. The aim of 

this study is to analyze Orhan Kemal's short story Bread Fight with Toolan's text-centered linguistic 
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criticism method and to determine its suitability for teaching Turkish as a foreign language in line 

with the data obtained. The findings obtained as a result of the stylistic analysis were evaluated within 

the scope of the grammatical competences of the Maarif Foundation Teaching Turkish as a Foreign 

Language Program. It has been determined that the short story is structurally suitable for the 

grammar structures at the B2 level. Although the frequent use of local dialects and historical 

references in the story enrich the cultural dimension of the story, it makes the semantic dimension 

more complex for the learners. For this reason, when examined in terms of semantic and discourse 

dimensions, it was concluded that it is not appropriate to include the selected short story directly in 

the language teaching process without any editing or adaptation, since it is an original material. 

Keywords: Short story; Teaching Turkish as a foreign language; Stylistics, critical discourse 

analysis; Text selection 
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