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Testament/Political Treatise/Advices to Kings in Arabic Language and 
Literature, Its Features in Terms of Language and Rhetoric and the Example of 

Ghazali's -Tibru'l- 'l-Muluk  

Abstract 

Testament, one of the prose genres of Arabic Language and Literature, is close to oratory. The 

testament culture, which has existed since the Ignorance period, continued in the Islamic period as 

well. In the first century of the Abbasids, the changes in the world of Arabic literature and thought 

caused the change and development of the Wasiyat culture, and it was influenced by the Greek, 

Persian and Indian wills with the effect of the translation movement. This tradition, which turned 

into Testament/Political Treatise/Advices to Kings in time, includes works containing various 

information about the life, administration and reigns of political leaders throughout history in the 

Islamic world. These works generally contain important information about the narration of Islamic 

history, the leadership of the rulers and their administration. In particular, the Abbasid period is 

considered the culmination of the Testament/Political Treatise/Advices to Kings tradition. These 

works have also been used by their authors to criticize political leaders. These criticisms inform about 

the mistakes, flaws and wrong decisions of leaders. Political Treatises and Advices to Kings are also a 

reflection of the political and social changes in the Islamic world and therefore play an important role 

in the narrative and interpretation of Islamic history. Politics in Arabic literature were similarly 

written in many countries and cultures in the Islamic world. Historical epic poems such as the 

Shahname in Iran and historical records such as Tevarih-i Al-i Osman in the Ottoman Empire were 

used for a similar purpose. Ghazali, who has an important place in the Islamic world, gives advice to 

the rulers in his work called "et-Tibru'l- -Muluk". This work is accepted as a work 

that reflects the thoughts of Ghazali in the culture of Political Treatises and Advices to Kings. While 

this work describes the powers and responsibilities of the rulers, it also emphasizes with a literary 

language that they should be just, generous, merciful and honest. Ghazali recommends that rulers be 

aware of their responsibilities towards their people and ensure justice among people. He also says 

that monarchs should be careful in choosing advisers, viziers, and other officials. It states that these 

people should be capable, honest and loyal. In this study, we will first discuss the features of 

Testament/Political Treatise/Advices in terms of language and rhetoric. Afterwards, we will try to 

"et-Tibru'l- -Muluk" in detail and focus on its connections, possible relations and 

effects. 

Keywords: Arabic Language and Literature, Testament, Political Treatise, Advices to Kings, 

Ghazali. 
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