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The Voice of the Othered Subject: Ece Ayhan's Poetry 

Abstract 

Michel Foucault, one of the leading philosophers of the twentieth century, says that the subject is the 

entity created by the powers. Others are subjects that the powers could not create. The others have 

been tried to be formed as desired subjects by using various improvement methods or by isolating 

them from society by the powers throughout history. Subjects created by the powers also evaluate 

each other in the context of "them," which is left out in society. This also reverberates in literary 

works. The others in literary works are seen as the enemy that stands in opposition to "me" or "us". 

In Turkish literature, the other is mentioned in this way. Others had taken place in Turkish literature 

only as an opposite image until the Republican period. This understanding changed with modernism 
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in this period. In 20th-century literature, the others get rid of the perception of "them" and begin to 

be seen from a central point of view. One of the poets who looks at others in this way is Ece Ayhan, 

the rebel poet of the Second Newish. Ayhan treated his fight with the state and power in his poetry. 

In his poems, he refers to people who are thrown into a corner by the powers that be. These people 

are marginalized by governments. In this study, Ece Ayhan's poems in her book titled "Devlet ve 

marginalized subjects. The identity and cultural perceptions of Ece Ayhan's poetry, which are shaped 

on the political and social planes, will be evaluated with the concept of the other. Thus, Ece Ayhan's 

otherness, reflected in the language of poetry, will be revealed through the discourse and language 

elements used. 

Keywords: Ece Ayhan, Poetry, Otherness, Subject, Power 
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