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An analysis of a civil life document in Uighur letters in terms of text linguistics 

Abstract 

This study analyzes a civil life document written in Uighur letters by linguistic methods. The 

document examined in the study is registered at U 5246 in Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der 

Wissenschaften. With the dissolution of the Uyghur Khanate in 840, established in 745, the Uyghurs 

migrated to different regions. During this period, some of the Uyghurs came to the Turfan region and 

established a new Uyghur state. Surviving civil life documents of the Uyghurs were also written by 

the Turfan Uyghurs. Civil life documents were written about borrowing, buying and selling, leasing, 

pledges, and wills, shedding light on the socio-cultural life of the period. This document provides both 

personal and objective assurance against a debt from real estate pledge contracts. As a sub-branch of 
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linguistics, Text linguistics is a new field that emerged in the 1950s. Text linguistics arose with the 

thought that sentences are insufficient to explain linguistic relations and the study of supra-sentence 

functions of a text, to determine the conditions for creating a text with applied examples, and to 

explain the importance of these conditions. In this study, after giving general information about 

Uyghurs, Old Uyghur Turkish Period and civil life documents written in this period, general 

information about text linguistics is given. Then, the document that is the subject of the study was 

transcribed, the document was transferred to Turkey Turkish and the text was examined in terms of 

linguistics criteria. The facsimile of the document is attached to the end of the study. This study aims 

to show the general structure of these texts, and how they meet the criteria of being a text by 

examining one of the civil life documents written by the Uyghurs with text linguistic criteria. 

Keywords: Civil Life Documents, Text linguistics, Old Uyghur Turkish 
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