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The element of balance life 

Abstract 

In this study, it was tried to determine the b -

1916), one of the writers of the Meiji Period, which has an important place in the history of Japanese 

Literature, Botchan -  (1906). In the novel, Botchan, who has been trying to struggle with 

problems since his childhood, is trying to establish a balance in his life. Therefore, in this study, unlike 

other studies in the literature, it is aimed to reveal the balance element in Botchan's life with 

Todorov's structural narrative analysis method, without considering the historical background of the 

work and the author's life. Todorov's narrative analysis method was used to concretely reveal 

Botchan's actions affecting his life and the changes as a result of these actions, and the balance 

situation in the plot. The role of the character of Kiyo in the novel was highlighted, with Botchan 

thinking about Kiyo in order to ensure peace in every problem he experienced, remembering what 
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Kiyo said, evaluating the events from her point of view, and even seeing her in his dream. As a result 

of the analysis, it was understood that Botchan established the balance with Kiyo in the face of the 

difficulties he experienced. Botchan's negative thoughts about Kiyo were also revealed, and the 

change in these thoughts was also revealed. Therefore, aside from the fact that Kiyo is the balance 

element in Botchan's life, it can be said that the character of Kiyo, who gives the impression of an 

extra in the novel, is a secret and silent power. Although Botchan separated their lives with Kiyo in 

the town life, it was understood that Botchan always had a place in his mind. Therefore, it is thought 

that this study is important in terms of attributing a deep meaning to the character of Kiyo, based on 

the words in the work. 

Keywords: Natsu ), Botchan ( ), Tzvetan Todorov, Kiyo( ), Japanese 
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