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Abstract 

The Squid Game series, which has become one of the most popular television series of recent times 

in a short time since its debut, tells the story of a group of financially desperate characters competing 

for the chance to win a large prize money in deadly games. In the 9-part series, individuals competing 
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for money at the cost of their lives play 6 deadly children's games. In the film, where the traditional 

children's games of South Korea are told through stories, there is no threat of death in real life. Seong 

Gi-hun signs a form stating that he will give up his life if he cannot pay his debt after the violence and 

threats he receives from the people he owes money to. While waiting to board the subway, his body 

covered in blood and frightened, a well-dressed and kind gentleman sits next to him. This gentleman 

invites Seong Gi-hun to play  Ttakji (Origami Game) and Seong Gi-hun becomes the last player 

in the game. After the Ttakji game played at the beginning of the film, the first game played in the 

series is Mugunghwa Kkoci Pieotseumnida, also known as Red Light Green Light. The presentation 

of the Mugunghwa Kkoci Pieotseumnida (Ebe Tura One Two Three) game, which appears under 

different names in popular culture, to the audience through the media can be considered as an 

indicator of visual storytelling and cultural transmission. In this context, in terms of applied folklore, 

it is important in terms of focusing on how children's games are transmitted through the media and 

what roles they play in the culture of societies. In our study, two games were analysed with the 

literature review method and the etymology of the name of the game was emphasised. The promotion 

of the game through the media and the different names known in our culture, as well as the ways of 

playing and the similarities between the game were examined. 

Keywords: popular culture, game, Squid Game, Mugunghwa Kkoci Pieotseumnida, Ebe Tura One 

Two Three 
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