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Abstract 

The concept of the uncanny, which has been the subject of many researches after Ernst Jentsch and 

Sigmund Freud, is also observed on a wide scale in art, starting from the disciplines of psychology 

and philosophy. The emergence of the concept of the uncanny as a problem in the perception of reality 

as an experience reveals the concept of reality as an important element in the formation of the 

uncanny. Although philosophical views on reality differ, in the formation of the uncanny, there is an 
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absolute real existence and the subject's perception of this reality with its own subjective 

consciousness. At this point, it can be considered that the uncanny emerges as a subjective experience 

There are great parallels between philosophical views on the real, the theories of Jentsch and Freud, 

which explain the uncanny, and current researches. The increasing interest of contemporary art 

towards the real is an incentive to bring these three variables together. Based on the theories 

explaining the concept of the uncanny as a psychological term, this research analyses the role of 

reality in the uncanny. The face of reality reflected in the work of art is considered important in the 

creation of the uncanny effect in art. In particular, the relationship of various uncanny phenomena 

with reality and art is tried to be expressed through the works shown as examples. Within the study; 

through the examples given and their connection with the real and the uncanny is discussed. Thus, 

the readings made through the truth-indicating qualities of these works, the uncanny, which can also 

be expressed as the return of the repressed, disrupts the physical realities of  certain concepts in 

relation to human beings such as the world, daily life, body and identity. As a result, this disturbing 

attitude allows the artist to reach the place he/she wants to reach with his/her critical attitude, 

allowing him/her to make a questioning that undermines traditional aesthetics and social order. 

Keywords: Uncanny, real, art, do  
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