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Isa Necati Bey`s Tezkere 

Summary 

The lyric of Isa Necati Bey, the most important representative of medieval Turkish diwan literature, 

which breathed new life into canonical and artistic thinking based on the "aesthetics of identity", 

attracted the attention of the aristocracy obsessed with the necessity of contemporary poetry from 

the very beginning and became an object of constant contemplation of the Tezkerecis. The only one 

of Necati's works that has reached us is his diwan, which was compiled by Abdurrahman elebi 

Tezkereci Muayedzade. The written language of the poet, especially in his poems, is plain, simple and 

light. His poetic style is strong and impressive. It comes from the heart of folk wisdom and is close to 

its psychology. Especially in the description of nature and hunting scenes, local, national colour 

brightness is clearly felt, devoid of unnatural, twisted gradations and full of live sensations. The 

musicality of his poetic language, as if it was a tune that was silently missed in monotonous, 

monotonous canonical poetry, that's why it quickly reached the ears of all kinds of society, and with 

the same characteristic semantics, the heart and mind of anyone standing on any social level, and 

that's why it remained in his memory for a long time. Sounding the 15th century colloquial language 

in diwan poetry, using proverbs and folk sayings, freely conveying folk metaphors and similes, 

selecting Kapie and Redif with Turkish words, establishing Turkish Aruz, these are the sparks ignited 

by Necati, which ignited the literary revolution of the 20th century. Necati's literary language became 

a synthesis of Turkish vernacular and classical languages and a separate phenomenon in Turkish 

poetry, which was used and imitated by poets of the following generations. The architectonics of 

Necati Bey's diwan was not violated, on the contrary, he filled the gap that was torn and placed two 

literatures of one culture - folk and classical - on two poles. It can be said that he was the first to dare 

to breathe new life into the diwan, which has been compacted for hundreds of years, which became 

an inspiration for the lyrical thinking of future generations. He was able to make his poetry go beyond 

the grandeur of the palace and be heard in bazars and narrow streets. Necati became a great master 

of poetry during his lifetime, and his lyrical style and poetic language had followers from the 

beginning. The poet wrote about poetry and other poets in one of his verses: "Just as a sugarcane 

cannot write a line with a pen, so an artist given to greed and voracity cannot glorify a word, therefore, 

the pleasures of this country is one thing, and writing a poem is another." 
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