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Art life of Alexander Calder 

Abstract 

American sculptor Alexander Calder, who lived between 1898-1976, is an artist whose artistic life and 

private life are integrated. His childhood, family life, education life, the places he spent his life and 

the events that were the results of his time were the elements that shaped the artist's art life. The 

artist has gone through many processes throughout his life; He was influenced by the artist and the 

material and produced his works in which his own style was established. The artist in his art life; In 

his youth or maturity period, he turned to different subjects, different styles and techniques. To 

illustrate, these can be thought of as works that transformed from smaller and more mobile 

sculptures into gigantic sculptures in a more monumental style. With this change, the only thing that 

has not changed in the artist's artistic life adventure is that he has included in his works the 

formations that aim to have a sense of humor, fun and making people happy. The fact that Calder's 

artistic life is intriguing has been the reason for this work. It is aimed to draw attention to the works 

of the artist, which he especially works with a humorous feeling, what he aims for while doing them, 

how he produces them, and how his works that shape his art life have evolved from time to time. 

Among the reasons why this artist was chosen as the subject of study, there are his works that are 

intertwined with the society, and his effort to touch the members of the society with a message. All 

this sums up his artistic life, but also reveals how he worked. In this direction, the aim was to reveal 

that Alexander Calder produced in his artistic life in an effort to make the audience perceive his own 

works, and to create such a compilation resource in the literature. Research on how the artist creates 

the bond between them, the language of communication, when he makes such sculptures and brings 

them together with the audience; The style, technique, material and subject he used in his sculptures 

were realized within the scope of the subject. In this framework, while the youth and maturity period 

of the artist is explained in comparison with other artists, the historical process-based working 

method has been utilized by making use of visual examples. For the study in which visual examples 

are intense, along with the literature review in the form of academic books, articles, thesis, 

documentary, video footage and interviews of Calder were also used. Within the scope of the 

information and examples obtained as a result of written and visual research, it is stated that Calder 

sets an example for the artist candidates; It has been revealed that this is due to the fact that he 

constantly cares about the communication with the audience. The aim of this study was also to reveal 

the importance of Calder's contribution to the art of sculpture. 

Keywords: Alexander Calder Art, humor, pedestal sculpture 
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Boardman Robinson

       

: Boardman Robinson     : Alexander Calder, Oturan N , 1924

- ok esprili, ok e lenceli-s rekli etrafta 
dalga ge iyordu, hi bir zaman hi bir a (ya da yle g r n yordu) sirk 

iziyordu-fillerin k k basit izimleri gibi... Onu bir ya da iki kez ciddi bir 
ekilde modelden ma giri iminde bulunurken g rd m. Fakat birka dakika sonra, elindeki resim 

k g l n eyler iziyor oluyordu, bir karakterin di erine komik bir ey s yledi i izgi film 
Marter, 1991:17).

alan 
3-4-5). Eskizl

(Edi,2017:403-411).

Deve eskizi, New York, 1915

Horoz eskizi, k zerine m rekkep, New York, 1825

Kedi eskizi, k zerine m rekkep, New York, 1925

Paris teki ilk tel heykelleri, Boardman Robinso u olarak 

1927 y tel heykellerinde,
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Guerreno,1994) Marcel 
Duchamp Portresi 6 da r

(Guerreno,1994). Calder in portreleri, Crotti

kar la t r ld nda geleneksel a lardan daha karma kt r, ama tele yakla m temelde ayn d r. Crotti nin 

telden 

   

Crotti, Marcel Duchamp

: Alexander Calder, Carl Zigrosser in Portresi, 1928, tel

al t

in tel 

    

8 9: Alexander Calder, Portre, 1929

Italyan f t rist sanat Giacomo Balla ndan
ettirmekt Burada az bir farkla Balla daha dekoratiftir, daha 

10 l

.
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10: Giacomo Balla,1922, Line of Speed Vortex - izgisi-Girdap 
11: Alexander Calder, Akrobatlar 

  
a -

(Ragon:1967) telin, 
titremesi  ve serbest hareketlerle ni 12).  ilk 

ekil 12 e 
verilebilir. Bu  gibi ileri geri 

 

 

Alexander Calder, 1928 

 
, 

 

    

13-14: Alexander Calder, Oyuncak  
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5-16 Alexander Calder, Oyuncak -1927

Sirkte d r n e g re zeki ve 

kayg s z olan sirk oyuncular n n hayatlar
rkleri,

(Calder, 1927)
,

-18).

   

17-18: Alexander Calder, Sirk

1926 dan 1930 a kadar Calder es yeni malzemeler, yeni teknikler ve mekanik hareketler 
.

Soyut sana
Mondrian Miro etkili eserlerinden 

ege
(Cantz:1993). 

.
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