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Abstract 

This article focuses on two masnavi works which are dated to around the fourteenth and the 

beginning of the fifteenth century. The first has been introduced to the academic studies under the 

title  (1398), a composition of the poet Mehmed/Muhammed while its source(s) has yet to 

be discovered. The second,  (1406), is a translated work. The name or nickname of the 

s survived about either of the poets/translators of these 

two works. The plot of the  resembles that of the  in terms of the adventures of 

their protagonists who keep on losing each other and being reunited. Both works belong to the specific 

category of the masnavi tradition which is defined as the books of love for princes (

). This article discusses two stories common to both masnavis. The first is about the 

escape of the protagonist from captivity with the help of a love-game trick. The second is about death 

caused by a snake in the bed. The motif of being captured in a castle and the escape of the protagonist 
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by a love-game trick establish textual connections between these two masnavis, entwine them in a 

complex way and suggest that they are the later variations of either of a common story or of a common 

source. Also, the episodes about the death of the protagonist or lover by a snake connect these two 

works with the ancient mythologies and beliefs. The snake symbolizes the span of life and time in 

Near Eastern and Greek myths, and is also a symbol of the cosmic circle. In both stories the span of 

life is represented by the snake and accordingly the death caused by the snake symbolizes the end of 

one cosmic circle and the beginning of another.  

Keywords: , , shared episodes 
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