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Using letterpress press machines in print making 

Abstract 

With the development of writing, information can be recorded and transmitted. Every suitable 

material was used for writing. Parchment became the ancestor of today s book with its foldable 

nature. The fact that the manuscript is a difficult, ingenious, costly and slow process solution is the 

factor in the emergence of printing. Although the first examples of printing on paper were made in 

the Asia by means of wooden templates, Johannes Gutenberg in Germany revolutionized printing by 

developing the movable type and printing press. In the letterpress printing system, where the lead 

alloy types are lined up one by one and side by side, after the printing work is finished, the templates 

are broken, and the letters are distributed back to their places in the cases. Although many 

developments have been made to speed up the long-lasting prepress and postpress processes, 

letterpress printing has been replaced by offset and digital printing with the use of computers in 

desktop publishing. The old letterpress printing machines and equipment, which are inactive, are 

used by artists in printmaking, graphic designers in production and schools in typography and 

graphic education. The aim of this study, which makes use of qualitative research methods, is to 
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examine the printouts of many contemporary artists working with letterpress machines in the field 

of printmaking and to make an examination of the field from the past to the present. The 

transformation of letterpress printing in the historical process and many workshops that produce in 

the field of printmaking with letterpress machine have been examined, literature research on the 

subject has been made and an assessment has been revealed by comparing the process. 

Keywords: Typography, printmaking, letterpress, graphic design, printing 
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