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Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi 
sama ceremonies 

Abstract 

Mawlawi sema ceremonies faced the danger of extinction with the prohibition of dervish lodges and 

sects in 1925 after the proclamation of the Republic in Turkey. However, as the ceremonies started to 

be performed again from the 1950s and the interest and demand for ceremonies increased, it found 

the opportunity to exist in various fields of representation. In the 2000s, when it gained the status of 

UNESCO world heritage, it became more attractive as an intangible cultural heritage. These 

ceremonies have an economic value, which is based on the first paid performances in the 1960s, as 

well as a cultural value, which is especially riveted by being an element of UNESCO world heritage. 

However, the fact that the ceremonies find an area of execution in economic contexts or the existence 

of representational areas that have deviated from their authenticity  creates a tension by confronting 

their cultural value with their economic value. The purpose of using the word "tension" here is to 

express the incompatibility between the cultural and economic values of the ceremonies, which is 

determined through the examples discussed, and the bipolarity in the representation styles of the 

ceremonies, as seen in the "worship-show" discussions. The aim of this study is to discuss how the 

Mawlawi sama ceremonies have both cultural and economic value as a cultural heritage element, 

creating tension in the representation of the ceremonies in the light of examples. For this purpose, 

the tension between the cultural and economic values of the ceremonies; the performance of the 

ceremonies, their naming, legal status and the use of the whirling dervish image were evaluated in 

the light of the examples given under the headings. The examples used in the study were evaluated in 

the sense that the relevant representations have the economic equivalent and are declared, not with 

the claim that all those who use the sama are of the same thought, purpose or approach in terms of 

economic benefit. Through the examples given, the tension created by the cultural and economic 

value and the manifestations of this tension are examined. It has been determined that the source of 

this tension is the instrumentalization of whirling dervish and whirling activity with commercial 

concerns as a result of the economic value-oriented approach to ceremonies. 

Keywords: Mawlawi sama ceremony, intangible cultural heritage, cultural economics, cultural 

value, economic value 

 

, bir kavram olarak herhangi bir  
 

 
ktisat   

 siyaset ve este  (Marshall, 2005: 133-134)
,  

 i kapsamakta olup nesnelerin ve hadiselerin bir toplum, s
 (Seyyar, 2007: 220). 

Kimi 
kimileri de . 

 olup daha sonra 



688 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi sama ceremonies /  

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

 
 .  

 

  de 

kendi   
  

  

  2009: 
.  ona atfedilen 

 

 

K nu 
(Throsby, 2004: 14). dair ekonomik ve 

  

. Ekonomist David 
ekonomik d

ifade edilebilir , 
dir. E  

 dair  (Throsby, 2013: 78)
in  

 takdirde  
Pierre Bourdieu, 

. John Holden 

 
bir terim olarak kullanm (Hutter ve Throsby, 2013: 13-14, 18). u 

i  i  daha 
somut verilerle ifade edilebilen bir terim olarak ele al  

 unsurun k  
 

unsura b  
konusunda  bir birimden veya kriterden yoksundur.  r  

 e sahip olsalar bile 

  (Hutter ve Throsby, 
2013: 18-23).  ler  olan bir 

 
 (Heinzelman, 2013: 105) bir 

. Zira 
 r kazanan dur.  



R u m e l i D E  /  6 8 9  

/  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

 3 ile 

durumuyla  (Haksever, 2009: 177-184; Kara, 2017: 101-
151). 

ki  bir anma 
gecesi olarak 

 

erek 
Ay

n -179). 

n ndan Mevlevi 

-

temayla 10- 4 

Listesi
kaydedilen bir   

sahibi bir somut olmayan unsuru 

 .  

 

-

 
 

 
3  https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/arsiv/243.pdf

21.07.2023. 
4  Bkz.: https://sebiArus.gov.tr/#  



690 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi sama ceremonies /  

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

1  

n

n

da  
 . 

 

 
 

  

7500 lira ge

(Ulunay, 2003: 59-60). 

Ulunay, 23 A Milliyet  da 

 vurg  . 

 

nde seyirci 

tir. Oysa bu    

 (Seda 
. 

 

Yetenek Sizsiniz   semazenin 
 Semazen 



R u m e l i D E  /  6 9 1  

/  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

B
 sahnede 

cra  
nu ve  de 

. 

yet 

 

-

,  
nin Ferahfeza 

-  . Etkinlik duyurusunda 
b nin 

 Bu 

- -  (Meydan Musiki Top
 Etkinlik duyurusunda 

vurgulanm u durum -

 

rk M  

 

-
-

-



692 /  RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi sama ceremonies /  

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

-
-

  

 (Milliyet, 2004). 

 
-

Uzel de 
 (Uzel, 2011) diyerek semadaki 

lir.  

 

ya  
 Romandaki seri katil, 

ve kendisi de semazen olan   ise 

saplamak
 

notla cinayet mahall -
-

 
 

-ul-  : 62 ; Top, 2008 : 38). 

  



R u m e l i D E  /  6 9 3  

/  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

n 3-

 

 

 67). 

Romanda k

bir nesne 
nesnedir. Ku  

ni

 rom
 

 Mevlevi 

 

 Cansu 
A -

, maya karar verip 

cevap vermektedir:  

 : 47-48).  

  : 1)

 

taraftan ibadet olarak 



694 /  RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi sama ceremonies /  

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

ir. 
ele alma  

gerilim semazenlerle ilgili 

dedelik  ya da turistik 
  

 
ge  

2016 
ede erenlik  Mevlevilikteki 

ol

 

 

 

Semazen   

 

mukabele - -

-i 



R u m e l i D E  /  6 9 5  

/  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

-

-
 

 olan sema,  

i Ba kan  
Mevlevilikten anlamayan 

 a sema icra eden 
 . Bu yorumlarda ekonomik 

 

  

 (Yenimesaj.com, 2004). 

 

k k  
istismar 

n  
5 m  

a tekrar 
6 

- 7 m
  

Genelgel

 
 

 

 

 
5  https://teftis.ktb.gov.tr/TR-264305/mevlevilik-ve-sema-torenleri-hakkinda-genelge.html, 
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8  Our Vodka is named after Rumi aka Jalal ad-Din Mohamed Balkhi (1207 

 1273) the greatest Sufi mystic and poet in the Persian language. Rumi was convinced that liquor brings out our true 
nature. With Rumi vodka you invite Persian wisdom into your glass. https://www.rumibeverages.com/
10.08.2023). 



698 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi sama ceremonies /  

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

e a ;  
9 

M
10 r 

da bu duruma tepki epkilerden biri 
 

 . Ul  
hitaben bir mektup yazarak 

 . 

se . Rumi Vodka, semazen 
imgesinin - - 

 

 

Mevlevi sema t

-  

 
9  

https://www.haberturk.com/yazarlar/murat-bardakci/2396473-boyle-bir-
edepsizlik-karsisinda-hic-cekinmeyin-agziniza-ne-gelirse-soyleyip-rahatlayin

Merhaba https://www.merhabahaber.com/demek-rumi-
votka-oyle-mi-16815yy.htm Salla, Salla
Pusula https://www.pusulahaber.com.tr/salla-salla-sallayabildigin-kadar-salla-meydan-bos-
9339yy.htm  

10  Bkz.: https://www.change.org/p/rumivodka-rumi-vodkasi-nin-piyasadan-kaldirilmasini-talep-
ediyoruz?recruiter=242188321&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=psf_combo_shar
e_message.pacific_post_sap_share_gmail_abi.gmail_abi&utm_term=psf_combo_share_initial.pacific_post_sap_sha
re_gmail_abi.gmail_abi&recruited_by_id=7ebdc490-bf8c-11e4-adf4-231380145d49&use_react=false
16.01.2021. 



R u m e l i D E  /  6 9 9  

/  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

olan mevlevihanede hem  hem de  olarak icra edilmesi de 
. 

almadan sema edenler 
 

n-

 

semazen imgesi ve Mevlevilik ile ilgili unsurlar 

 rin 

 

 

 

-
-1974)  

 

http://aregem.kulturturizm.gov.tr/TR-202225/mevlevi-
sema-toreni.html .2019.  

- https://www.kutso.org.tr/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/52744ayin-i-serif-hakkinda-genelgepdf.pdf  

https://www.haberturk.com/yazarlar/murat-bardakci/629413-doner-sermayeler
14.01.2021. 

https://www.haberturk.com/yazarlar/murat-
bardakci/2396473-boyle-bir-edepsizlik-karsisinda-hic-cekinmeyin-agziniza-ne-gelirse-soyleyip-
rahatlayin  

https://www.biletix.com/performance/2AP13/021/TURKIYE/tr
21.07.2023. 

Change.org. (2019). https://www.change.org/p/rumivodka-rumi-vodkasi-nin-piyasadan-
kaldirilmasini-talep-
ediyoruz?recruiter=242188321&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_cam
paign=psf_combo_share_message.pacific_post_sap_share_gmail_abi.gmail_abi&utm_term=



700 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi sama ceremonies /  

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

psf_combo_share_initial.pacific_post_sap_share_gmail_abi.gmail_abi&recruited_by_id=7eb
dc490-bf8c-11e4-adf4-231380145d49&use_react=false  

Milliyet https://www.milliyet.com.tr/gundem/hiclige-
yolculuk-2474670  

https://www.defilosoof.eu/product/rumi-vodka-with-persian-spices/, 
 

 (Cilt I).  

 

Haber Vakti. (2019). 
Haber Vakti https://www.habervakti.com/yasasalardi-piyangoya-
karsi-cikarlardilar-resimleri-piyango-biletlerine-basildi  

Haksever, A. C. (2009).  

  : Remzi 
Kitabevi.  

Heinzelman, K. (2013). 

-120. 

Hutter, M
. (M. Hutter, D. Throsby, Yay. Haz.). 

-27.  

. 
https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/kelebek/acuna-373-bin-lira-ceza-40106962  

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/yenikapi-mevlevihanesi/ittmt-ferahfeza-mevlevi-ayin-i-
%C5%9Ferifi/2710412749251448/  

Kara, M. (2017).  

esi. Yeni Haber Gazetesi
https://www.yenihaberden.com/bir-konya-polisiyesi-1042308h.htm 14.12.2021. 

https://www.kitantik.com/product/13580-MILLI-PIYANGO-9-ARALIK-
1977-MEVLANA-VUSLAT-MEVLEVI-Y-YARIM-
BILET_0z8kgltk3ogojfa1llt?gclid=Cj0KCQjw2eilBhCCARIsAG0Pf8vGMeZ_X1ZfDK3WrCRS4F
ssE_ykNHm5LLe4nI__USFPFY82kr5s8SIaAq3ZEALw_wcB  

Merhaba
https://www.merhabahaber.com/demek-rumi-votka-oyle-mi-16815yy.htm  

- https://sebiArus.gov.tr/#
21.07.2023. 

Marshall, G. (2005).  
 

https://teftis.ktb.gov.tr/TR-
264305/mevlevilik-ve-sema-torenleri-hakkinda-genelge.html; 
http://teftis.kulturturizm.gov.tr/Eklenti/44706,06-haziran-2013-sayili-yazi.pdf?0
21.07.2023. 

https://www.facebook.com/harun.korkmaz.46/posts/pfbid0FThnB5BPe5ShR1NdB3dyQgSvPn
oGPuVYA1M8FES5H4tYHotgCSRohx9wYVMeeiUGl?locale=tr_TR  



R u m e l i D E  /  7 0 1  

/  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

Milliyet. (2004). Semazen Krizi Bitti. Milliyet
https://www.milliyet.com.tr/cadde/semazen-krizi-bitti-  

 

Hakimiyet
http://www.hakimiyet.com/semazenleri-sermayezenlestirmeyin-23873h.htm
29.10.2020. 

https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-
dunya-
47804953#:~:text=%22d%C4%B1.,Hollanda%20makamlar%C4%B1na%20bir%20mektup%20g
%C3%B6nderdi : 16.01.2021. 

Pusula. 11.03.2019. 
https://www.pusulahaber.com.tr/salla-salla-sallayabildigin-kadar-salla-meydan-

bos-9339yy.htm  

. 25/100, 14-30. 

https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/arsiv/243.pdf  

Rumi Bevera https://www.rumibeverages.com/  

https://www.facebook.com/rumivodka/photos/pcb.284374039128974/284373932462318, 
 

 

Semaz https://www.semazenekibi.com/  

Seyyar, A. (2007). 
 

-ul- -  (Cilt I).  

   

Heritage and Beyond. Strasbourg, European Council: Publishing Editions. 

Throsby, D. (2004). Economics and Culture. UK: Cambridge University Press. 

Throsby, D. (2013). Paha 
. (M. Hutter, D. Throsby, Yay. Haz.). (C. 

-88. 

Tok, C. (2013). -  (E-  

Top, H. (2008). -   

 

Ulunay, R. C. (2003). 

-60. 

Uzel, N. (2011). 
https://nezihuzel.net/2011/09/16/mevlevilik-soytarilik-  

Uzun, H. (2018). 
. Anka

-380. 



702 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Manifestations of the tension between cultural and economic values of Mawlawi sama ceremonies /  

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

Yenimesaj.com. (2004). Yenimesaj
http://www.yenimesaj.com.tr/semazenler-de-korsana-karsi-H1106883.htm
29.10.2020. 

 


