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Vehicle folklore: Humor in bridal carriage writing 

Abstract 

any practices around the bride and 

groom are found. One of these rituals is related to the vehicles used to take the bride from her father's 

house to the groom's house. In Turkish culture, various carriages such as palanquins, horses, 

donkeys, and camels have been used as the bride's vehicle from the past to the present. With the 

technological change and modernization, it is seen that the car started to replace these vehicles, 

especially in the urban areas after the 1970s. In the past, the Turkish people put the bride on a horse, 

choosing a beautiful, docile and flamboyant one, and decorating it with ornaments like the bride. The 

bride's car is decorated just like the bride's, and a flamboyant one is preferred. As a result of the 

written culture in the decoration of the bride vehicle, it has been determined that in addition to 

married couples on the back glass, writings containing different humorous expressions are used in 

the bride cars today. Especially after the 2000s, it is seen that the tradition of writing on the vehicle 

was invented during the decoration of the bride's carriage. The subject of this study is to examine the 

humorous expressions in the bride carriage writings in the context of cultural change. The study 

aimed to reveal the cultural change and transformation in the tradition of bridal vehicles within the 

scope of vehicle folklore through folk humor and written culture. In the study, approximately 200 

bride carriage writings detected from the Internet sources were classified thematically and formally 

and then examined by associating them with humor theories. As a result, 23 thematic and 16 formal 

topics related to bride carriage writings were determined. These data, which mirror the social 

memory, clearly reveal the cultural change of the bride's vehicle and the public's sense of humor. It 

was determined that the bridal carriage writings were an example of theories of humor in terms of 

superior

determined that the writings written on the vehicle have a largely masculine language, and in this 

context, the function of the vehicle has changed over time in cultural terms. It is thought that 

examining the bride carriage writings, which we consider an invented tradition in the context of 

vehicle folklore, will contribute to cultural change and humor studies.  

Keywords: Folklore, vehicle folklore, bridal carriage writings, humor 
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