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Traces of social life in Branislav Nusic's "Ramadan Nights" 

Abstract 

Branislav Nusic, one of the most important writers of Yugoslav literature and famous in comedy in 

Serbian literature, served as Serbian Consul before the Balkan War. His close relations with the Turks 

enabled him to reflect the life of the Rumelia Turks in his pen activities within the framework of some 

stories. These stories, translated from the Serbian original, contain elements of the East and Turkish 

words. In the 1890s, when Branislav Nusic wrote the book in question, the Ottoman Empire had lost 

its sovereignty in Rumelia to a great extent and the region became synonymous with rebellions and 

wars. In Ramadan Nights in Rumelia, which he wrote completely outside this political climate, Nusic 

presents the bazaar and neighborhood life in all its vividness. Although set in the period when the 

Ottoman Empire was collapsing, his stories do not mention the pessimistic atmosphere of the Muslim 

bazaar of the period, nor do they lament that they have not been able to catch up with the good old 

days. Skillfully weaving the cultural life of the city, town and village into his stories, the author takes 
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care to reflect the diversity of the bazaar life through spoken language. Therefore, although the book 

is written in Serbian, it contains more than six hundred different Turkish words. In addition to 

dealing with the life of the people of Rumelia in the neighborhood, bazaar and its surroundings during 

Ramadan, the stories in the book contain many issues from the house architecture of the period to 

the entertainment culture, from male-female relations to social problems, and offer a rich material in 

terms of witnessing the spirit of the period and presenting traces of the social life of that period. In 

our study, the traces of these data on daily life in Nushic's stories will be followed. 
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