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Analysis of Mustafa Lutfi al-Manfaluti's short story al-`Iqab 

Abstract 

Mustafa Lutfi al-Menfeluti is one of the most prominent authors in modern Arabic literature. With a 

writing style that adheres to classical methods in addition to his own original modern style, Menfaluti 

establishes a connection with his readers not only in the basis of art and aesthethic, but also conveys 

his thoughts through social issues. The story "el-Ikab" from el-Abarat, his book comrising of original 

and translated stories, constitutes a convenient example for it reflects his style and perspective on 

certain social matters. In this story, Menfaluti critiques the prevailing notions of justice, religion, and 

governance in his era, through the pathetic tale of protagonists representing the elderly, youth, and 

women, who endure various forms of torture and unjust execution. Menfaluti wrote this story in a 

romantistic way drawing inspration from Cibran Halil Cibran's story "Surahu'l-kubur" in his 

collection el-Ervahu'l-Mutemerride. The present article provides a brief account of the author's life 

and literary influence, followed by a thorough analysis of the "el-Ikab" in terms of its form and 

content. The content is analyzed comparing the two stories. The article finds out that both authors 
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were influenced by the religious and cultural environment of their own, and the contemporary social 

conditions left significant impacts on their thoughts.  
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