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Anahtar kelimeler:   

Elements of Hurufism in Esrar Dede's Diwan 

Abstract 

Since ancient times, letters have always had a mystical aspect beyond their symbolic character. In an 

effort to understand or interpret existence, societies have from time to time sought to express it 

through letters. The most significant community using letters to systematize their beliefs in the 

Islamic world is the Hurufis. Founded by Fazlallah al-Hurufi (d. 796/1394), this mystical philosophy 

recognized the letters of the Arabic and Persian alphabets and the numbers 28 and 32, which 

represent the total number of these letters, as the starting point for interpreting existence. Hurufism 

has somehow continued through the influence of various orders, although over time attempts have 

been made to abolish it because it was considered incompatible with sharia law. The Mawlawiyah is 

one of these orders. In some Mawlawiyahs there are statements that can be evaluated within the 

framework of Hurufism, provided that Fazlallah was never to be considered a shaykh Esrar Dede, one 

of the poets of classical Turkish literature of the 18th century, is among these names. Esrar Dede, who 

occupied an important place among the Mawlawi poets, was given the title of "dede" (literally: 

grandfather) because of his loyalty to the Mawlawiyah. This Sufi poet wrote various works and died 
                                                             
1  Dr. , Ordu Ordu

hayriye.drky@gmail.com, ORCID ID: 0000-0003-1373- -kabul 
tarihi: 20.02.2023; DOI: 10.29000/rumelide.1252844] 



R u m e l i D E  /  7 7 3  

 / Durkaya, H. 

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

in Istanbul in 1211/1796. It is noted that some concepts of Hurufism are contained in the diwan he 

wrote entitled Esrar Dede's Diwan. In this context, the interaction between Hurufism and 

Mawlawiyah was explained, the fact that some Mawlawi poets included Hurufi expressions in their 

works was attempted to be demonstrated with examples related to this connection, and finally, 

information about Hurufi features in Esrar Dede's Divan was given and examples of couplets from 

the above-mentioned Diwan were presented in this study.  
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