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Anahtar kelimeler:  

Lev Tolstoy: Turkish and Muslim Perception of a Russian writer 

Abstract 

In this study, the Russian writer Lev Nikolayevich Tolstoy's views on Islam and Turkish and Muslim 

perceptions are explained. The work is aimed at Lev Tolstoy, who suffered great shocks and mental 

crises towards the end of his life and, as a result, had great changes in his view of the world, life, and 

human beings. Tolstoy's change is reflected in his artwork and his universe of ideas. In his works, 

topics such as God, religion, humans, consciousness, life and death are called into question. The study 

aims to include the ideas and thoughts of Tolstoy, who was excommunicated from Christianity for 

frequently criticizing the church and clergy in his writings and who found Islam closer to the truth as 

a result of his research on Islam. Our work consists of five parts. The first part focuses on the artistic, 
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literary and literary activities of Tolstoy. In the second part, the role of the author in world literature 

is examined from the viewpoint of various authors. In the third chapter, the author's mental 

depression, questions that turned his life into a nightmare, and his searches are reviewed. In the 

fourth chapter, the faith of the author is questioned, and the revolt against the church, which 

contradicts the teachings of Jesus, and his excommunication, as a result, are explained. In the fifth 

chapter, which is the focus of our study, the author's view of Turks, Muslims, and Islam is revealed 

with quotations from his diaries, letters, and correspondence with Muslim intellectuals. Thus, Tolstoy 

encounters Orientalists and, through their works, learns to know the religion of Islam and the Prophet 

of Islam. The author, who unwittingly gets closer to Turks and Muslims, sees that other religions and 

holy books have deteriorated over time, but the religion of Islam and the Qur'an has not been 

distorted. 

Keywords: Tolstoy, Islam, Christianity, excommunication, quest 
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