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Peyami Safa's Perspective on the Values of the "Canon" and Turkish as an 
"Other" 

Abstract 

emerged from the ideas determined by the dominant social groups, educational institutions, and the 

state representing the status quo. After the establishment of the "secular" order with the proclamation 

of the Republic, the revolutions made with the aim of bringing the country above the level of 

contemporary civilizations, a "canon" supported by the state in art and literature as well as in the 

education system, the principles of which were determined by "Kemalism", with the idea of adopting 
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the values of the new regime to the people. was created. The values of the contemporary Western 

civilization were tried to be adopted by the public in order to build a new society in the literary works, 

Kadri, etc.) who wrote novels since the National Literature, who gave their works with this thought, 

became the authors of 

works; He suggested the necessity of abandoning the values of the old culture. In this process, there 

s they give through 

their novels, fall outside the values adopted by the "canon" and become the "other" because they try 

to protect the heritage of the past culture. What makes them "out of canon" is the values they try to 

preserve. In this study, Peyami Safa (April 1899-June 1961), one of the master writers of the Turkish 

novel of the Republic Era, has a different attitude as a "conservative" who takes care of his values in 

the "canon" of the novel of the Republic period, the values that he insistently defends in his novels 

against the changes he has experienced in his works of thought, In parallel with his attitude, the 

author's attitude towards "Ottoman Turkish" and "Turkish" is discussed. At the end of the study, in 

which the document analysis method was used, the author's way of protecting the values of the 

tradition as a non-canon "other" was revealed with examples from the artist's 10 novels, articles and 

essays. 

Keywords: Canon, novel, Peyami Safa, Turkish, tradition. 
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