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The Concept of Center in Alevi Bektashi Hagiography Texts 

Abstract 

In the works called hagiographie, which tell the lives of Alevi and Bektashi faith leaders, the dervishes 

are the main element of the story. Dervishes travel to different geographies and offer both help and 

faith knowledge to the people. In addition, "center" as a concept is used in geometric as well as 

sociological meanings. While the word means "the midpoint of a certain place/plane" in the geometric 

sense, in sociological terms it can have sub-meanings such as management, administration, support 

and area of interest. Dervishes have the element of being the "center" in many respects. In addition 

to being at the center of the subjects of hagiographie works, they are also the central individual in 

society. Dervishes' knowledge, benevolence, the hope they spread and the respect they earn place 

them in a sociological center position. This central position is sometimes described physically in 

hagiographie texts. In addition to dervishes, trees, ceremonial rings, religious buildings and similar 

elements also have the concept of center in a literary-religious sense. In this study, we evaluated the 

examples and indicators related to the concept of "center" obtained as a result of scanning 

hagiography works within the framework of tradition. In this way, we have opened a door to make 
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sense of the essence of this concept, which can be described as a priori where people leave themselves 

in the context of tradition. 
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