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Anahtar kelimeler:  

The use / functions of punctuation marks in listening education booklets in 
teaching Turkish to foreigners: A1-A2  

Abstract 

The study aims to evaluate the incomplete use of punctuation marks in the texts of the listening 

booklets in the A1-A2 Foregins to Turkish teaching set prepared by Yunus Emre Institute and their 

functions in terms of correct interpretation in the text. In addition, attention will be drawn to some 

sentences and words that constitute expression disorders and are misspelled. As a method, document 

analysis technique based on qualitative research method was used. The data obtained from listening 

texts at both levels with the technique were classified based on the use of punctuation marks 

according to their types. According to the findings, comma marks were used incompletely in a total 

of 40 sentences in Level A1 listening texts. In terms of word type, the most frequent missing comma 

after nouns / pronouns was detected. The findings show that these word types are missing in 22 

sentences. In terms of syntax, it was determined that the comma mark was mostly missing after the 
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subject and it was seen that the comma was missing after the subject in 14 sentences. At A2 level, the 

comma mark was used missing in a total of 45 sentences. Again, as in A1 level, comma marking is 

missing after noun/pronoun type words and these uses are detected in 24 sentences. In terms of 

syntax, it is seen that the comma mark is missing in 23 sentences after the subject. Thus, the study 

concludes that the comma mark is intensively used missing after the noun / pronoun and subject 

elements. 

Keywords: Teaching Turkish to foreigners, listening, punctuation marks 
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Extended abstract 

Introduction 

In the study, it was aimed to evaluate the incomplete use of punctuation marks in the booklet texts used 
for the listening learning area at the A1-A2 level in teaching Turkish to foreigners and to evaluate their 
functions in terms of correct meaning in the text. In particular, it is aimed to draw attention to the 
deficiency in which punctuation mark is used and to draw attention to the problems that the usages 
create / may create for the listening skill in understanding and perception, and its contribution to the 
analysis of the syntax elements of Turkish. Thus, the study will draw attention to the use of punctuation 
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marks in listening texts and their importance in perception and understanding will be tried to be 
revealed in order to establish a solid foundation for the next B1-B2 stage in this first stage of learning 
Turkish. 

The scope of the study consists of the listening skill booklets included in the Turkish book set of Yunus 
Emre Institute, which is used as a basis in teaching Turkish to foreigners. The limitation, in line with 
this scope, includes only listening booklets at A1-A2 level. 

Based on the importance of listening skill at the level of comprehension for teaching Turkish to 
foreigners, the study arose from a problem that was not done before regarding the incomplete use of 
punctuation marks in booklet texts according to this learning area. So much so that no research has been 
conducted to draw attention to the deficiencies in the texts, especially due to the use of a certain sign 
(comma), and their contribution to understanding and interpretation of the text listened to. Composing 
the problem in the study;  

Are there any shortcomings in terms of punctuation in A1-A2 listening booklets? If yes, in which sign 
did this deficiency occur? Do the missing punctuation marks have a syntax feature that facilitates 
interpretation and understanding? Were there any expression disorders caused by the lack of elements 
with the incomplete use of punctuation marks? Answers to questions such as. 

Method 

Document analysis technique based on qualitative research method was used for the study. In the study, 
the content of the written texts was analyzed, reinterpreted and evaluated using this technique. As a data 
source in the study, listening text booklets included in the A1-A2 level Turkish teaching set prepared by 
Yunus Emre Institute were used. The data were obtained from the sentences in the listening texts 
determined according to the themes in the relevant booklets, and they were brought together around 
the concepts arranged due to the scope and limitation of the study and presented in a table. The collected 
data were analyzed within the framework of purpose and problem questions by content analysis and 
interpreted around concepts. In this context, the use of punctuation marks has been analyzed in terms 
of incompleteness and which mark is missing from the texts has been analyzed by scanning. Then, the 
data obtained were interpreted by considering the functions of punctuation marks and their usage in the 
sentence. 

Result and discussion 

According to the findings, comma marks were used incompletely in a total of 40 sentences in Level A1 
listening texts. In terms of word type, the most frequent missing comma after nouns / pronouns was 
detected. The findings show that these word types are missing in 22 sentences. In terms of syntax, it was 

determined that the comma mark was mostly missing after the subject and it was seen that the comma 
was missing after the subject in 14 sentences. At A2 level, the comma mark was used missing in a total 
of 45 sentences. Again, as in A1 level, comma marking is missing after noun/pronoun type words and 
these uses are detected in 24 sentences. In terms of syntax, it is seen that the comma mark is missing in 
23 sentences after the subject. Thus, the study concludes that the comma mark is intensively used 
missing after the noun / pronoun and subject elements. 

When the previous studies are considered in general, either the use of punctuation marks at a general 
level in teaching Turkish to foreigners has been evaluated, or the subject of punctuation and writing in 



R u m e l i D E  /  2 0 5  

-A2 / 
 

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

the dimension of expression skills based on a certain level has been discussed. In terms of learners, no 
study has been conducted on the texts prepared for the listening learning area. Evaluating the texts in 
the listening booklets in terms of the use of punctuation marks, as the problem that the study deals with 
in this aspect, will contribute to other studies with a different approach. Because, as stated in the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, listening, which is now seen as a life-long 
learning field rather than being a basic skill, is important for the discovery of the meaning and universe 
of the culture, together with the language learned in the text structure of Turkish, which can be 
considered basic at A1-A2 level. When the punctuation marks in the context of the sentence are 
considered in the context of the subject / comment (subject / predicate) dimension in the content and 
meaning of the texts, it is clear that the deep structure of the syntax will provide more effective learning 

with the punctuation marks used in a correct, consistent and standard way. 

In the study, it was determined that the incomplete use of the comma sign was intense in the texts of the 
listening booklets at the A1-A2 level. In the text samples belonging to both levels, it was observed that 
commas were not used after the words in the noun / pronoun type, and it was noted that there were 
inconsistent uses in some examples. For example, we, I, he, personal pronouns are used in a text, while 
commas are not used in a different text with the same communicative meaning and the same type of 
task. Related examples are shown in the table. 

It is seen that the second incomplete use after the noun / pronouns is made after the addressing 
expressions / items. In this context, the functional quality of the calling expressions of the deficiency in 
the context of the sentence being a stimulant between the receiver and the transmitter in the 
communication, being remarkable, has also been removed. Thus, the intelligibility of the listening text 
has decreased, and the quality of being catchy has become more difficult in terms of vocal expression. 

On the other hand, in terms of the missing use of the comma, there are also examples after the 
addressing expressions and the adverbs that indicate the time that is equal or close in quantitative terms. 
In these missing usages, which are more common at the A2 level, the use of commas will be important 
for the meaning of such words, so that the adverbs of time used with the tense suffix /+DE/, /+DA/ are 

emphasized and catchy. 

In terms of the use of punctuation marks in Turkish, it has been observed that the comma is used 
incompletely, especially in describing the care that moves away from the predicate. In accordance with 
the level of A1-A2 of the sentences, the use of commas to indicate the subject that moves away from the 
predicate, despite their short dimensions, has deprived the meaning and expression of emphasis. The 
use of commas after subject elements such as personal pronouns, me, he, we in some text samples has 
also found inconsistency and lack of a certain measure in the use of this sign. In this context, it is 
important to be more careful in terms of the use of comma and other punctuation marks in the 
preparation of listening texts. In particular, the consistent and standard use of commas will facilitate 
comprehension, perception and interpretation skills at sentence level and text level for language learners 
at both levels. 

On the other hand, the lack of use of commas after the complements as well as the subjects has been 
detected, and especially the deterioration of the relationship between the complements and the 
predicates in the systematic dimension has also caused a lack of meaning in the deep structure. Cause 
complements, addressing complements, time complements are important in this respect for the use of 
commas. Because, the nature of the predicate expressing the work, action and interpretation in the 
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sentence, together with the complements, time, reason, situation and targetetc. It is also supported by 
its qualities, and in this respect, the comma's systematic expression of the meaning stops in the sentence 
is valuable for both comprehension and expression skills. 

Another striking situation in terms of the lack of use of the comma is the use after suffix-verb, 
conjunctions and gerundials in sequential sentences. While the use of the comma will make it easier to 
understand and make sense in these sentence examples, with its incomplete use, the meaning of the 
sentences will be difficult without emphasis and intonation, and the communication between the 
receiver and the transmitter, that is, between the reader and the listener, will become difficult. In this 
respect, attention should be paid to emphasis and intonation in the vocalization of such sentences. So 

much so that the A1-A2 level, which meets a very important stage in the basic level of learning Turkish, 
should not be used in this type of listening that would make it difficult to understand and make sense of 
the communicative sentence context. 


