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Representation of the elderly in the news during Covid-19 pandemic in Turkey 

Abstract 

In this research, it is discussed how the elderly are represented in the news content in the media 

during the Covid-19 pandemic in Turkey. In extraordinary times such as pandemics, society may need 

more information produced by the media to make sense of the problems and issues it faces. During 

the Covid-19 pandemic, the elderly have become an important topic on the media agenda. Issues such 

as curfews, their potential to be more affected by the virus, and the need for social support and help 

for some elderly people have brought about frequent news coverage of the elderly in the media. In 

this study, it was examined how the elderly were represented in the news texts during the pandemic 

period, which topics and concepts were brought to the media agenda, and what kind of meanings the 

elderly representation produced in the social context. In this context, a total of 110 news from the 

internet news published between March 11, 2020,when the first Covid case was officially announced 

in Turkey and Dec 22, 2022, were analyzed by quantitative and qualitative content analysis method. 

It has been revealed that the elderly are mostly represented in the media within the framework of 

health issues and pandemic restrictions, and positive and negative representations of the elderly take 

place together. 
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 Kelime   

1 sosyal 349 0.673355 

2  259 0.499711 

3  197 0.380089 

4 pandemi 180 0.347289 

5 dr 123 0.237314 

6 evde 121 0.233456 

7 aile 108 0.208374 

8  104 0.200656 

9 hizmet 102 0.196797 
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