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Abu Hadid 

Abstract 

Muhammad Farid Abu Hadid is an Egyptian writer who made significant contributions to the 

development of the genre of historical novels in Modern Arabic Literature. He also translated 

Shakespeare's Macbeth into Arabic in free verse, one of the first attempts at free verse in Modern 

Arabic Literature. As a result of his literary talent and cultural background, the author has produced 

many literary products in different literary genres such as poetry, drama, short stories, novels, and 

literary articles. When the author's historical novels are analyzed, it is seen that he was greatly 

influenced by Arabic folk literature. The author chose the subjects of most of his novels from 

anonymous folk tales. In these novels, he attempted to revive the old Arab culture by depicting the 
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Jahiliyya period. In almost all his works, the author aimed to strengthen his people's sense of 

independence, instill self-confidence in them, and advise them to struggle for the sake of building a 

better future. One of the most important themes he emphasized in his novels is the theme of freedom 

and independence. In the present study, first, information was provided regarding the literary 

direction and novel writing of Muhammad Farid Abu Hadid. Afterwards, the reflection of folk tales, 

one of the oral prose products of Arabic folklore, in three of his novels, al-Muhalhil Sayyidu Rabi'a, 

Abu'l-Fawaris Antarah ibn Shaddad and al-Wi'au'l-marmari, in which he chose Arabic folk tales as 

the subject matter, was analyzed. The common point of the three main characters in these novels is 

their heroism, courage, leadership, and defiance of oppression. In addition to these characteristics, 

Antera and Muhalhil have also gained an important place in history with their literary personalities. 

Keywords: Arabic Literature, historical novel, Muhammad Farid Abu Hadid, folk tales, Antera 
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