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Anahtar kelimeler:  

A story telling the wordly life in Kalila and Dimna: the man jumping into the 
well 

Abstract 

Kalila and Dimna is a story book called Panchatantra (five thought-provoking advice books) written 

by a Vishnu priest whom the Indian ruler commissioned to educate his sons. The book takes its name 

from the two jackals who are the main protagonists in the stories. It was translated into Arabic by Ibn 

al-Muqaffa by translation and copyright, and many translations were made into major world 
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languages based on this text. The story of the Man Jumping into the Well, which is the subject of our 

-

Suhaili and - -

Berzeveyh section is mentioned in Pahlavi, Arabic and Nasrullah Munsi Sirazi's Persian Kalila and 

Dimna translations, and in the Latin translation of the Directorium Humanae Vitae (Guide for 

Human Life). In addition, apart from the Kalila and Dimna manuscripts, the aforementioned story is 

also found in Falname, a Byzantine novel Barlaam and Josaphat, Tolstoy's book of Confessions and 

Risale-i Nur. The story of a man who jumped into a well while escaping from a raging animal 

symbolically describes the state of man in his worldly life. There are two snakes in each place where 

he rests his feet, the mouse gnaws on the branches he clings to, and a dragon with its mouth open is 

waiting at the bottom of the well. Among all these troubles, the man desires to taste the honey he 

sees. The well in the story represents the life of the world, the black and white mice represent the 

night and day, the snakes represent the mortals, the dragon represents the eternal life, and the honey 

represents the pleasures of worldly life. The text in which the story is told and some elements in the 

descriptions about the subject show some differences according to the language and geography in 

which it is written. It has also been determined that each language repeats some motifs within itself. 

Keywords: Kalila and Dimna, Beydeba, Well, Camel 
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