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Dark side of hero anti-hero; evolution of character in theatre 

Abstract 

Throughout the history of theatre, from Ancient Greece to the present day, the concept of the hero 

has undergone various transformations in parallel with social changes and artistic developments. In 

Ancient Greek theatre, noble heroes represented idealised characteristics with virtuous qualities, 

embodying courage, honour and moral rectitude. Their fatal flaws exposed them to external conflicts 

and tragic consequences. Renaissance theatre, on the other hand, introduced the concept of the tragic 

hero, with internal conflicts and moral complexities. However, the rise of the anti-hero in modern 

theatre has challenged the traditional myth of the hero by presenting characters who challenge social 

norms, are flawed, morally ambiguous, and imbued with violence and criminality. The anti-hero 

phenomenon gained prominence in the 20th century as a response to social disillusionment and the 
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questioning of authority. This research focuses on the evolution of these archetypes and their impact 

on contemporary storytelling, from the outsized heroic figures of Ancient Greek tragedy to the 

emergence of the flawed anti-hero in modern theatre. Today, contemporary theatre has reinterpreted 

the concept of heroism, bringing a wider range of character types to the stage, including flawed heroes 

and reluctant individuals who resist change. In today's theatre, the anti-hero, with his unconventional 

moral codes and gritty realism, offers a more nuanced exploration of the human condition in the 

modern world, providing audiences with a different perspective. This research draws attention to the 

ability of theatre to challenge conventional stereotypes and shed light on different dimensions of 

human life. It also shows that the evolution of the hero archetype reflects changing social values and 

a deeper understanding of the complexity of the human psyche. 

Keywords: Performing Arts, Theatre, Character, Anti-hero 
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