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Semiotic analysis of foreign materials thrown on the field in the context of 
hooliganism and violence in football 

Abstract 

Football, which is one of the most popular sports branches of our age, stands out as an area where 

the level of passion and excitement is felt more than other sports branches. The sense of competition 
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and winning in the nature of this sport, which can appeal to all segments of the society from seven to 

seventy, has also opened the door to the emergence of different and extreme emotions such as 

fanaticism and hooliganism in people who have devoted themselves to football. These feelings, which 

can be defined with the concept of support, have caused unwanted images to take place in football 

fields in terms of causing events up to violence by some segments. These events, which are defined as 

hooliganism, can manifest themselves in different forms on football fields. The aim of this study is to 

analyze the foreign materials thrown on the field in the context of hooliganism and violence in football 

with the method of semiotics. For this purpose, foreign materials thrown on the field in football 

matches over the years have been determined and the semiotic meanings of these substances have 

been tried to be examined. Within the framework of the study, the indicators of the foreign substances 

specified were analyzed based on the semiotics method of Roland Barthes. In the study, the 

institutionalization of hooliganism in football fields is also explained with Bandura's Social Learning 

Theory, based on a sociological approach as well as semiotics. In the findings obtained from the study, 

the foreign materials thrown into the field were analyzed with the semiotic method, and evidence was 

reached that these substances have meanings containing hooliganism and violence. With the 

interpretation of the findings, it was concluded that the foreign substances thrown into the field have 

meaning in terms of hooliganism and violence and constitute an indicator. 
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