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Abstract 

The Ottoman Empire recognized the significance of Western culture's versatile and rich accumulation 

in every aspect, considering Westernization as crucial for survival. Westernization primarily 

manifested itself in administrative, military, cultural, and technological spheres, later extending to 

social life. Translated works played a prominent role as one of the most effective arguments for 

Westernization. The translation of Western works facilitated the rapid development of new literary 

genres in Turkish literature. Literary genres introduced through translated works had a significant 

impact on intellectuals and readers during the Ottoman and Republican eras in the process of 

Westernization. Undoubtedly, in both the Ottoman period and today, translations continue to 

influence the development of new intellectual types and literary genres. We can observe its influence 

in works from the Republican era as well. Although language learning is more prevalent today 
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compared to the Ottoman era, translation remains an essential and indispensable field for a full 

understanding of Western works and for those who do not know Western languages. This need is still 

strongly felt in literary translations and Westernization today. In this study, observations and 

critiques regarding literary translations from the beginning of the Tanzimat literature until the 

present day have been evaluated. The relationship between literary translation and Westernization 

has been examined based on opinions about translations in the literary field throughout history. 

Furthermore, evaluations of the fluctuating nature of literary translation endeavors have been 

presented to researchers. 

Keywords: Westernization, Turkish Literature, Literary Translation, New Literature, Literary 
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