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Anahtar kelimeler:  

The Eastern Motifs in The Crown of Spring Gazelle of Mikhail Kuzmin 

Abstract 

The transition period between the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century is a 

special era. During this period, Russian artists, writers, and poets developed an interest in different 

cultures, particularly the East. Among the prominent figures in Russian literature who reflected the 

influence of Eastern culture and values through their works, Mikhail Alekseyevich Kuzmin (1872-

1936), a poet and one of the key representatives of the Silver Age of Russian literature, stands out. In 

1908, Kuzmin wrote his work titled , which was inspired by 

Central Asian and Iranian literature and written in the form of ghazal, a genre that originated from 

Arabic literature and later held significant importance in Ottoman literature. The poet infused depth 

and richness into his poetry by incorporating Eastern motifs into his work. The Crown of Spring 

portrays the arrival of spring and the renewal of life through imagery and metaphors drawn from 

Eastern traditions. Kuzmin delves into a wide range of themes in his work, such as beloved, love, 
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nature, God, fate, worship, beauty, entertainment, pleasure, wine, death, and separation. The Eastern 

motifs in Kuzmin's poetry demonstrate his interest in and appreciation for the rich cultural heritage 

of the East. The Crown of Spring serves as an exemplary work that bridges cultural differences and 

brings people together through shared experiences and values. The characteristics of the ghazal, one 

of the most commonly used poetic forms in Ottoman literature, are briefly outlined in the study. The 

analysis aims to explore the eastern motifs in the aforementioned work. The analysis was conducted 

using a comparative method within the context of the text. The employment of Eastern beliefs, 

culture, and art as exotic motifs in The Crown of Spring, which vividly showcases the Silver Age of 

Russian literature's approach to and fascination with the East.  

Keywords: Mikhail Kuzmin, ghazal, the Eastern motifs, Silver Age 
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