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An etymological and semantical investigation on the place-direction-related 
meaning of organ names 

Abstract 

Vocabulary is one of the most important elements in the oral and written sources of a language, 

shaping and maintaining the culture of a nation. Vocabulary is a subject that attracts attention in 

terms of language studies, language education and linguistics studies as well as reflecting the cultural 

and historical heritage of a language. The first words in the formation of a language represent the 

basic vocab  words. It can be said that the basic 

vocabulary of languages has developed and become widespread in the axis of human and human 

needs. In this context, organ names have a priority in the basic vocabulary of languages. Organ names 

in Turkish also have a very meaningful and very common usage with the connotations gained 

depending on their first meanings. In this study, organ names (mouth, forehead, back, foot, breast, 

head, wais, throat, neck, nose, external, eye, internal, eyebrow, ear, face), which are witnessed in 
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the  and - and whose place-direction-related meanings are 

determined in the  and , are examined in 

terms of etymology and semantics. Thus, the semantic and formal changes of the names of the organs 

in question depending on the features such as the use of language and cultural effects have been tried 

to be revealed. It has been determined that there is a relationship between the anatomical meanings 

of the mentioned organ names and their place-direction-related meanings in terms of form and/or 

function. In addition, it has been determined that the dominant meanings of the words back, internal, 

external are anatomical, but in time, these meanings of the words fell out of use and their place-

direction-related meanings became widespread. 

Keywords: Vocabulary, basic vocabulary, organ names, etymological, semantical 
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