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Ottoman/Turkish image in German First World War postcards 

Abstract 

With its many conflicts in the fields of politics and war, the 20th century marked one of the most 

significant eras in the history. In every field, science and technology altered the face of the world with 

unprecedented speed. This led to political tensions and mass conflicts throughout the world. The first 

major example of these emerged with the First World War. War can turn old friends into enemies, 

but it can also create new alliances. A good example of this is the relationship among the German, 

Austro-Hungarian, and Ottoman empires. The Ottoman Empire's rapid expansion led inevitably to 

the formation of an almost ossified negative image of the Turks in the collective memory of the 

communities in Europe. These nations, which began to fight shoulder to shoulder with the 
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brotherhood of arms, resorted to a variety of propaganda tools to give their soldiers and people the 

impression that a just struggle was being waged, to keep the morale, hopes, and excitement high 

about the outcome of the war, and to carry this brotherhood behind the front lines. In this context, 

this article uses the data of imagology to examine how the Ottoman/Turkish image, which had taken 

root in minds, was reconstructed through visual/graphic tools and various symbols, literary text 

fragments and mythological elements, especially through the postcards used by the German Empire 

for propaganda purposes. As a result, it argues that the newly presented Ottoman/Turkish image is 

detached from its historical ties and has a largely fictional character. 

Keywords: Turk/Ottoman Image, Imagology, First World War, Postcard, Propaganda 
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