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Abstract 

One of the problems of literary historiography is the issue of canon, and in this respect, this 

phenomenon should be taken into consideration, studied, and its existence should be deeply 

explored. Unfortunately, the canon debates in Turkish literature may only be dated back to the last 

decades right after the concept's arrival in the country. These debates were mostly based on the post-

Republican texts of the canon. It would be appropriate to seek the existence of canonical texts in the 

period preceding the Republic, namely after the  (1839), when identity issues have 

understanding helps the creation of the nation-state literary structure. However, as the literature has 

always progressed together in parallel roads with the changes in political structure, it may be useful 
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to look closer to the literary period right after the Tanzimat. When it comes to Tanzimat period 

literature, it is impossible not to mention Ahmet Mithat Efendi. In addition to his highly productive 

contributions, also his interventionist, and occasionally intrusive and provocative nature are the 

factors that bring him to the forefront. More importantly, his involvement in almost every debate of 

the period, and mostly being the initiator of the social, political and literary discussions may bring to 

Mithat's words which he has used against his discussants during the political and literary discussions 

by which he mostly initiates, it can be observed that since the beginning of the Tanzimat Period which 

is the official declaration of the westernization period, Mithat Efendi has always tried to protect and 

preserve the Ottoman identity. That is to say, his efforts related to this identity issue can be evaluated 

as his attempts in order to create a new canon for Turkish literature. Hence, this article mostly focuses 

on, when we delve into what his purpose could be, Ahmet Mithat Efendi's role as a rule-maker and 

how this could has served for not losing the political power by exploring new possibilities of creating 

a canon at the end. 

Keywords: Ahmet Mithat, political power, canon, identity. 
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